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Letter 

Dear Name Withheld by Request 
(NWBR), 


address. As a property owner, 
payer of county and state taxes, that 
gives me, as well as all other 
taxpaying citizens, EVERY RIGHT 
to question, investigate and 
comment on issues that lend 
themselves appearances of 
reprehensible irresponsibility. This 
system of checks and balances is 
one that is guaranteed to us and 
ensures the proper disclosure and 
implementation on items of public 
concern. I do hope to return one 
day to a more progressive county, 
but one that is up front with its 
citizens in the direction it is taking. 
As far as making mine," I 
graduated from PCHS, an 
opportunity which graces every 
child *n the county. However. I left 
the county to serve in the military 
and in a profession which is not 
available locally. And as far as 
being a "white elephant" and 
greedy," you are v ay out of 
context and you definitely have not 
been on a Government payroll 
lately or you would know better. 

Over Thanksgiving and deer 
season. I had the opportunity to talk 
to some people about this industrial 
project, and all were in agreement. 
The then (and now) limited 
information of (he proposal may 
sound fine • but the method in 
which it has been undertaken and 
publicly released were severely 
ciiastised. All questioned as to why 
it had been held in the dark so long. 
I just happened to be the one who 
decided to voice an opposing point 
of view, and wonder why they 
don't also. And as far as the facts • 
you never really disclaimed or 
disproved mine as false in your 
article. And I definitely don't think 
an opposing point of view hurts the 
efforts of those doing the work - it 
just ensures that the work of county 
officials is publicly focused, on 
track, and out in the open. 

Agreeably, the property had 
not been income producing for the 
county since the late 60 s and used 
only by the Forestry class at the 
high school. Perhaps you should 
question why the property was not 
sold 7-10 years ago when this issue 

was first brought up. Yet no action 
was taken as though someone 
wanted the issue silenced and the 
effort squashed. As an added 
insult, the transfer of property 
which you so righteously claimed 
will be a "tax-paying industrial 
area got shot down by the County 
Commission in December. As 
noted in the 8 Dumber Times, the 
Commission committed itself to 
giantmg Tax-free status to the new 
company for 7 years on the 
property and improvements. 

Perhaps some tbxes will be 

realized, but in a tiny way through 
what wages may be paid to local 
citizens and not by the company 
that is getting free acreage (what 
happened to "nominal value" for 
passage of real estate as dictated by 
state law?) and a free industrial site 
to boot. 


f ;iven to these and other potential 
ssues before any final action 
shou' 3 be taken, thereby preventing 
any shortsighted, overzealous 
quick-fix economic actions that may 
leave us holding the short end of 
the stick. 
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Although your letter 
addressing my articles verges more 

» on character assassination than a 
true rebuttal, I will overlook that 
and offer the following points as a 
« rebuttal to your erroneous, 
sieve-like article. 

Yes, it's public record in the 
Court House that the property was 
transferred in the late 60s for 
$17,500. And I agree the County 
Commission and Board of 
Education meetings are public and 
their meeting minutes are posted in 
lithe Times. Mv 


My final question to NWBR, 
since your name was withheld by 
your request, did my letters hit a 
little close to home? 

Sincerely, 

Rick WtxxJdell 


i 


('minty Commission 
Continued from page 2 

opening date is tentatively set for 
February 7. 

engineering work has to be done 
before the job of laying the 
distribution lines will he ready for 


comments. 

therefore, have been based 
research and hopefully the accuracy 
of the reporter of the Times, as. of 
j course, I can not attend these 
meetings. If the industrial project 
has indeed been an agenda item and 
I matter of constant public record 
these meetings, why has it not 
made the printed pages of the I imes 
until just recently? And why do 
people "have to inquire"? A project 
of this magnitude stands out quite 
impressively and would certainly 
have the county buzzing about it. 
Yet nothing has appeared in the 
Times concerning the Slavens 
property for at least a year. 

As far as the project starting 
at the end of November, a company 
official stated on WVMR in 
November, just after the articles 
were released, that he hoped 
ground breaking would start by the 
end of the month. Now, whether he 
(meant 1988 or 1989. is unclear. 
However, after the manner in 
w hich the rest of the project seems 
]to have been ramroded, one could 
'very well sense the impending rush 
to get the project started to quiet any 
‘controversy. However, pointed 
inquiries have drawn attention to 
the unpublicizcd project and now 
questions raised by the Board of 
Education concerning the legality of 
such a transfer of property has been 
reported by WVMR and the 22 
December issue of the Times. 

Relating to the "cloax of 
secrecy." can you explain why a 
commission member, when 
questioned by a tax-paying citizen 
about the plans for the Slavens 
property, could only reply ineptly 
that he could nuke no comment at 
that time and the county would find 
out soon enough? Is this the type of 
reply you would expect from a 
public official? I certainly hope not! 
And looking at the "special ballot" 
issue, no "special bailors" costing 
thousands of dollars would have 
been required. All that would have 

been needed was for the issue to 
have been included on the ballots 

that were used in last November's 
election. 


Some on-site 


on 


bid. 


The need to have the public 
service district OTfMilCO was 
stressed by those present The 
PSD will be responsible for 
maintaining the system and set the 
rates to be charged. The school 
system, which is responsible for 
the system as it exists now. will 

drop that role and bee 
customer of the PSD 

If the hospital project becomes 
a reality, theie is >165,000 in the 
proposed site preparation budget to 
pay for the tank and line to the *ank. 
If the hospital is not built on heard 
Heights, then a portion of the 
money that is still due from MM A 
for flood related reimbursement can 


at 


a 


be used. The county is still owed 
over $200,000 by FF.MA and 
efforts are underway to complete atl 
•he necessary paper work so the 
money can he received this fiscal 
year. 


{ 


In another matter relating to the 
hospital, the Commission approved 
the creation of the Pocahontas 
County Building Commission The 
members of the present hospital 
Board of Trustees were appointed 
to be the members of the Building 
Commission. 


A number of 


consultants on the hospital project 
have recommended the creation of a 
building commission to be 
responsible for the construction of a 
new hospital. 

Two bids were opened tor 
heating oil at the Court House and 
Jail. The low bidder was Marlinton 
Electric Company at 61.9c per 
gallon Ashland Oil bid 64.3c per 
gallon. The price will vary as the 
wholesale price of oil fluctuates 
during the year. 

The Commission presented a 
plaque to Michael Douglas in 
appreciation of his service on the 
County Parks and Recreation 
Board. 


While at the meeting. Mr. 

Douglas discussed his views on the 
needs of the county's ambulance 
services. 

Cara Hefner, Executive 
Director of the Tourism 
Commission, asked the 
Commission the legal status of the 
Hotel/Motel Tax funds. She was 

told that the situation had i..»t vet 

• 0 

been taken officially to Judge 
l.obban for him to reconsider his 
order giving part of the money to 
another local tourism promotion 
group. Miss Hefner noted the 
Tourism Commission had not 
received any of the tax monies 

collected since Julv I and needed to 

0 

know what funds thev would be 

0 

getting so it could continue to 
function. 

The Commission approved the 
payment of 50% of the tax money 
to the Tourism Commission. The 
25% thai is to go to the V isitors and 
Convention Bureau by the court 
order will continue to be held in 
escrow until the legal situation is 
clarified. The balance of the money 
this fiscal year is to go to the Parks 
and Recreation Board. Potomac 
Highland Travel Council, and a 
small amount for administrative 


I have no qualms about 
international industrial sources • but 
repeating what I wrote earlier • for a 
state well known for its lumber and 
umber industry, I cun t fathom that 
a company within the state doesn t 
have the same industrial needs 
thereby benefiting the state twice 
over. Even if it was a national 
company, it would be better 
economics, especially in view of 
the current welfare status of the 
state. No bigotry intended cither, 
just putting forth the proposition 
that state or national sources may 
have been available which helps our 
own state and national economy 
especially in light of our current 
Jeficits. 


Questions that I see arc 
finally being addressed but need 
definite answers arc: 

1. Is it legal to pass public land to 
private ownership at no cost? 

2. Who eventually retains control of 
the property ? 

3. If the company folds, moves 
out, or goes bankrupt • who holds 
possession oi the rights to the ’.and. 
buildings and equipment that was 
all virtually donated? 

4. Who becomes responsible for 
eventual taxes on empty property 
and buildings if #3 occurs? 

I encourage other citizens 
who have questions cr issues to 
speak up now and not hold their 
silence. A lot of insight must be 


Regarding my domicile, it's 
true my current address is not in the 
county or state; however, by virtue 
of public law and my military 
service, I have the right to claim 
Green Bank as my “permanent" 


costs. 


Commissioner-elect Norman 
Alderman was at the meeting and 
expressed his feeling that in the 
future 50% of the money should go 
to tourist promotion and the other 
50% be divided between Parks and 
Recreation, historic restoration 
projects, and fairs and festivals. 

Green Bank Elementary School 

_ 0 

Pnncipal Charles Young met with 
the Commission about possible 
trash pickup at his school and the 
other schools that are outside of 
towns. He was told it is not certain 
if it is legal for the county to do so. 
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I have not o o m mw»»d am ilw situation involving a new facility for 
OUR Pocahontas Memorial Hospital for the simple reason I am km 
egotistical enough so believe anything I might write would be of much 
help in reaching a solution. I still feel this way but the events of last 
week, with a law suit beint filed and various parties 

havthg Ip mo the panes of a newspaper in a neighboring county so 

each other, cause me k) put my two cents in. 

Events right aAar the Hood demonstrated how we can wort toast 
In Ms county for the common good. The approaching completion „ 

the third new middle school building is another good example of our 
coopt rvnve inortj. 

However, the hospital situation is a tragic example of how we are 
capable in Pocahontas County of working against each other and 

against our best interests. It has been three yean since the flood and 

we are probably no closer to a new hospital building than 
the morning of November 5,1985. 

I believe, regardless of the wishful thinking of some, we are livi' 
on borrowed time in the present facility. I can think of many val 
reasons for any of the several agencies involved in regulating hospitals 
to close it tomorrow. Yet we continue to fight like children as if we 
had all the :*me in the world. 

Oir present course will lead to only one result • no hospital in the 
county and angry feelings that will take all too king to heal. 

I regularly attend the meetings of the County Commission and 
Hospital Board of Trustees as a reporter on their activities. I don't 
cover the Marlinton Town Council, but have conversations with town 
officials and many other people. Comments I hear good and 
community minded citizens make about other equally good and 
community minded citizens when the hospital is discussed, make me 
jxtremely sad. 

Also, I found the language in the lawsuit against the town as it 
described the alleged activities of our town officials extremely 
offensive. If a Randolph County lawyer wants to write about his 
fellow countians in the language that is in the lawsuH, let him. 
However. I resent the use of die language in our county. 

Should I wan; to find someone or group to blame for the present 
situation, there would be no problem. If I wanted, by picking ou. facts 
selectively, I could write a number of editorials over the next tew weeks 
criticizing first one group and then another, from citizens on the street 
all the way up to state government officials. However, this approach 
would accomplish nothing but add more oittemess to an already bitter 
situation. 

I don't claim to know what would be the best location for the new 
hospital and neither does anyone else, regardless of what they say. All 
proposed sites • Beard Heights, present site, Hanover, Myers, 
Huntersville, or high school • have advantages and disadvantages. 
Unfortunately, there is no real way of knowing in advance whether the 
site finally selected (I hope) will be a good site and the answer will not 
be known for several years in the future. There is no best site - there is 
a certain risk in site selection for any project. All the sites are better 
than no hospital, which is where we are heading now. 

I also do not know if the hospital can generate enough income to 
pay for a new facility - again there is risk involved. I believe that it 
can. We have a good hospital with a stable medical staff and fine 
employees. Our PMH, unlike many rural hospitals, has shown a small 
profit in recent years and is having an increase in patient load. With a 
surgeon now in the county and the expanded outpatient services that can 
be available at a new facility, we should be able to handle the burden of 
pay ment. It is a risk I feel we have 10 take; actually we really have no 
choice. 

I don't claim to have the answer to the present stalemate. If I did I 
would have announced it in the first paragraph. But I do feel tne 
following steps are necessary: 

* The lawsuit should be withdrawn. Agree or disagree with the 
decision by the Town Council to appeal the issuing of the certificate of 
need, the Council had a perfect right to vote as it did Elected officials 
need to fear that their votes may have them thrown out of office ai the 
next election; that is democracy. However, if officials have to fear 
lawsuit each time they vote, then government will cease to function and 
the court system will be too jammed with lawsuits to operate. 

* The Town should drop its appeal of the certificate of need It the 
Town couldn't make its case before the CON was issued. I doubt if the 
appeal is going to change anything. 

* In mum for the dropping of the appeal, the Hospital Board and 

County Commission need to agree not to rush out and embrace the first 
leise/purchase plan that comes down the pike. Also, no more posting 
of letters on the front door of the hospital. 

* The next step is for all parties to meet Perhaps they should be 
locked into a room and not allowed to leave until the white smoke of 
agreement is seen rising from the Sistinc Chapel. As animosities may 
be too strong for those presently involved to reach agreement on a 
hospital plan, they should agree on two things The first is to select a 
group of other people who are capable of intensively studying 
hospital needs and mticing a solid plan. Secondlv, this plan will 
be accepted by all parties • no ifs, and s. or but's. The study group 
needs to move with decision and with all possible speed • we may now 
already have lost another construction season. 

To start with, I think the Myers site should be forgotten about 
With the county already owning three potential sites and the offer of 
free land near the high school (see adjoining letter), it makes absolutely 
no sense to me to even consider buying more land. (Especially 
considering the pnee that has been mentioned.) 

The two sites in town need to get the detailed study I don't feel they 
have had. The present building has a section that can be incorporated 
into a new building for administrative space. How high does a 
building have to be above flood zone? • the first floor of the present 
building only had a few inches of water. It is said a hospital in town 
can't be approved, but do we really have a definite answer on this? 
Water and sewer are in place. The Town has legitimate concerns - if 
town/hospital needs can je met in conjunction, fine. 

If not, the needs of die hospital come first and let s look hard at the 

Beard Hetgnts or high school area. Good points fix the high school 
site are noted in the letter, including providing for the medical needs of 
the upper part of the county, but it may be too big a disruption of 
medical patterns long set. Beard Heights is felt by some to be too far 
south in the county and long time water supply is a worry to others. 

But it is certainly a good, attractive site for a hospital and already county 
Owned 

I have rambled enough In short, all parties in the dispute need to 
STOP what they are now doing, re-assess their positions, and then 
come together for the common good. 
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Let I or 


1 ditor 


Vk 


Pwfctps some readers of the 

Timet will write some stories about I 

the barnstorming pilots am 
that came to the Pocahontas county H| 

Fair in the 1920s and 1930s. There be 
should be some interesting stones 
for good reading and a record for ( 


lanes rei 


Kl 


wi 


pn 


For me. I remember "Scotty 
who came, several years with his 
biplane to take up passengers, two 
at a time, for about $2 each from SI 
his airfield meadow betide barn in> 

just beyond the fairground race 
track. About 1928. my father. L 

D. Sharp, paid Scotty to take my ph 
brother, Ivan, and me 


OU: 


I IK 


l<Y 


Hu 


age about ref 

12, for a ride. Scotty told Dad. "I’ll Kh 

give them a thrill ’. Scotty first took 
another walk to behind the barn to 
take a swig from his bottle of 

whiskey before the flight Scotty’s 
flight was toward C'ampbclltnwn 
but he swung across the Greenbrier 

River and back behind the hill that if 
had a low area where he made a 
steep power dive that from dads fin 
view appeared, for a moment. 

had crashed behind the hill As Co 

loon as Scotty pulled out from the inc 
dive I said to ivan I had to hold 
as I t- ii I was leaving iht seal » pul 
which he frequently kidded 
about in later years. It frightened Me 
Dad enough that he said 


It 


cot 


nn 


im 


wo 


the 


Ihr 


we bei 


on inti 


me 


Ml 


no more 

rides’’. Several years later. I heard apf 

that Scotty was killed while yti 

attempting to fly under a bridge mu 

somewhere in Ohio • a stunt he mu 

apparently tried several times before 1" 

successfully. If you have a story lo 
and/or picture of the barnstorming goi 
at the fairgrounds please send it to sor 


ant 


Smcerelv, 
Dave Sharp 


mo 


acc 
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Since • hospital naturally 
attracts other businesses, there is no 
law to prevent dozens of small Chi 
shops, plus new homes on ’’city" (he 
lots being located also on the hilltop 
with severely limited reserve water, wit 
creating untold water-sewage 
problems, but still demanding da; 
water. 


Dear Editor, 

Reading changing 
location of a new hospital from the 
t of logical center of the Pocahontas 

ling population in Marlinton, some have 
t its suggested either Beard Heights or 
in near the new high school, 
implying, an*ong other things, 
in case of another flood patients 
ent couldn't get to a hospital in 

Marlinton. By the same token how 
can Green Bank area and Slaty 
Fork area patients, or even 
; Marlinton or Hllsboro patients, get 
ton lo Beard Heights when the 
ker Greenbrier River blocks Rt. 219 i: 

Buckeye and Marlinton? Big floods 
there recede in about 24 hours and 
ens^wy building above flood stage can 
6 . be back in service soon afterwards. 

In the February 2nd Times, 
nty Dr. Walkup, in his "infinite 
ty. wisdom" said his reason for Beard 
illy Heights "is not just to prevent flood 
will damage, but to assure the hospital 
are is accessible during a flood! Will 
ted ^ in his infinite wisdom explain 
is how it could possibly be accessible 

to anyone in the county who does 
be not live at Beard Heights? Is he 
;e'$ going to boat them at Buckeye and 
be Marlinton to shuttle busses. 

Some food for thought: since 

ind all are interested in the future of the 
ost hospital and the county we might 
vey consider where the future of the 
trol center of population in the county 
be will be in 10 years. With Snowshoe 
•he and Silver Creek resorts growing 

each year one may find the greater 
liar need for a hospital in the 

Slatyfork/Snowshoe area where 
3 S there is plenty of high dry ground - 

but little water. But, really it seems 
the logical place for the hospital is 
in Marlinton. Has anyone explored 
the higher banks along the fair 
grounds, or the idea of a land fill to 
above flood stage for the hospital 
near the site of die old high school 
ed or Hanover, with most of the 

parking lot on the present level? It 
appears less expensive because 
nit water and sewer utilities are already 
}.2 in place. 

^ Is public domain feasible in 

q securing suitable property at a 

reasonable price within the city 
limits? 
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In the September 22nd ms i 

Times, it was reported that the 
hospital insurance would increase ap| 
by being changed from Class 5 to wil 
Class 10, and that the fire trucks i 
could not operate on "30 gallons civ 

G ressure" presently at Beard 
[eights. 

For you who wish to 
consider all possible sites, maybe 
another location could be big Edray 
Fiats where a town could grow for 
another 100 years but it would also 
probably require the Marlinton 
water supply on which to exist, but 
perhaps an easier, less rocky route 
for the water pipeline than to Beard 
Heights, and certainly an easier 
road for patients in severe sleet or 
snow storms, than the difficult 
Price Hill. 
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The bottom line: Marlinton 
has been the magnetic hub of the 
county's highways, and the 
business, legal, govermental and 
social activities for a hundred years, 
namely: Board of Education, State 
Highway Garage, hospital, court 
house, lawyers, police, doctors, 
museums, county newspapers, 
postal service. County Agent, 
service clubs, retail stores and 
suppliers serving the whole county, 
and seems the logical loc uion to 
conveniently serve most of 
Pocahontas County's hospital 
needs. 
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Sincerely, 
Dave Sharp 
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TOPS WVII24, Durbin, met 
with 6 members present. Violet 
Cassell, Vice President, called the 
meeting to order. 

A total of 19 pounds was lost 
this week with Violet Cassell as the 
Weekly Best Loser. 

A report was given by the 
Weight Recorder. Records show a 
total net loss of 24 1/2 pounds for 
the month of February. Theresa 
Curry was the Monthly Best Loser w 5 
for February. 

Information was shared about 
the Winter Workshop by those who 
attended the Fairmont meeting. 

Durbin TOPS has two exciting 
contests underway. One is the 
Afghan Contest in which members - v01 
get a row crocheted in her color Lal 
yarn for each pound lost. The 
member with the most rows wins. 

The other contest is called the 
Elimination Contest in which 
members must attend meetings and 
lose weight each week in order to 
continue the contest. The last 
member left will win an S8 cash 
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Considering the unknown 
of future supply of what is now a very 
3/V limited supply of water from 

several wells at Beard Heights what 
astronomical costs will the county 
ual go to to pipe water up through a 

rocky cliff area from the 
Greenbrier/Knapps Creek supply 
should the hospital be located on a 
yer high plane on the hill have severe 
ton shortages of normal use water, or 
lay. fire fighung capacity” 1 And consider 

rhe the extra cost of the extra sewage 
jan disposal for that much water. 

It is said that hind-sight is 
ive better than fore sight. Let's have 
ers responsible fore-sight in this case 
She and prevent hindsight critics of the 
d a future from castigating us if i 
by catastrophic water crisis strikes the 
ter hilltop. 
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Members were reminded to pick 
up napkins from the new spnng 
line, and also we have a new 
shipment for those wanting dish 
cloths. 

Members closed the meeung by 
reciting the TOPS pledge. 

Durbin TOPS meets every 
Thursday at 10 a. m. in the Durbin 
Church of the Brethren. Any one 

desiring to Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly is encouraged to attend. 

Reporter. Lois Good 


In the September 8th Times, 
ine Layton Beverage and 25 others at 
ean Beard Heights reported that several 
ine wells went dry last summer. Walt 
eda Helmick reported that only two of 

the five wells drilled for the school 
proved to be OK and doubts they 
would be able to supply the 
proposed hospital. In the July 7th 
Times, he noted that extending the 
Marlinton system to Beard Heights 
was the best method (for ample 
water) but said this proved 
impossible to accomplish”. 
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Denmar Hospiul 
Dele gat* Waft Hehnick has 
provided us with the following 
letter that he has received from Dr. 
Daniel Heydinger. Director of the 
Health Department 

- I know of your interest in 

«t Dan Den mar Hospiul and also know 

_ that many rumors are circulating 

OEM *b° ul it* closure. I just wanted you 
i to know that no decision has been 
sident made on any hospiul. including 
Denmar. I promised Governor 
Capenon that I would eviluatc each 
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Vward 

i bond of (he twelve hospitals, individually _ 
Bank. and collectively, and make a L 
erette determination based upon 
a gift budget and upon the necessity of 
ny, of streamlining government whether 
any hospitals will have to be 
of the changed in any way or closed, 
ill be This evaluation will take into 

ion the best quality of 
ir the care possible for the patients, 
forms protection of employees' jobs and 
Etoatd working conditions, streamlining 
hospital operations, and also 
report include comparisons of economic 
f the impact on various areas, and 
. The alternative uses for facilities that 
ittee's might be recommended far closure. 

Once again, 1 can assure you ! 
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tional that no decision has been made 
the regarding Denmar or any of the 
ibout other eleven hospitals This detailed 

ay be ami complex evaluation will take at 
least six to eight weeks. 
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U. S. Senator* Robert C. Byrd 
:hool John D. Rockefeller Both 


panel bivestigsting last November ! 
collapse of the 300 ft. radio " 
ndMi telescope at Oreea Bank has r 
j 0ni dataraalned that the incident moat ~ 
Ukelv rssuhed from the ftacture of a * 
tt of Mfkly stressed steel plate. The « 
ivic. Senators said the inveedgaiors ell T 
Mafh concluded that the coUapaa was not " 
loo, the result of inadequate maintenance £ 
i the w inappropriate operation of the " 


m the 


the 


ita to 


ous 


"The good newt, according to £ 
ing: the report, is that modern design £ 
techniques can eliminate the £ 
ince problem associated with the 


to 


ition collapse of the telescope, M Byrd and 
Rockefeller said. 

The investigation also M 
determined that the collapse of thb L, 
ttion telescope holds no unfavorable 

implications about the present lo 
ability of engineering science to 
design and build telescopes as large * 
or larger than this one,' they said. 

The Senatoa have held a scries 
of meetings with officials of the 
National Science 
the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory at Green Bank since 

ling ,he C0,, *P*« of the telescope to 
• discuss plans lor replacing : 
instrument. NSF officials have 
estimated that a new telescope will 
cost between 70 and 73 million 
dollars. v 

'The Green Bank Observatory is w 
an impressive science research 
facility and the replacement of the 
telescope there is a high priority 
among radio astronomers,* Byrd 
and Rockefeller said. 

'The information gathered by 
this panel should provide useful 
guidance in designing a replacement 
telescope with a long life span for 
Green Bank.* 

The independent panel—which 
appointed by the National 
Science Foundation and Associated 
Universities, Inc., which manages 
the Green Bank Observatory 
—noted in its report that the 
original telescope, which was first 
operated in 1962, was expected to 
have a 10 year life span. 

Byrd and Rockefeller said the 
investigation determined that 
stresses in many structural elements 
of the telescope were substantially 
higher than would be allowed 
today. 
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According to the investigation, 
the metallurgical anJysis suggested 
till that the fractured plate, which was 
used to connect the dish support 
U U structure to the bearing near the top 
of one of the telescope's two 
towers, broke in two at a point 
where small cracks had been 
blj developing for yean. The report 

attributed the cracks to fatigue Mi 
brought on by high stress loads Tin 
ing especially while the telescope was wi 
being moved. The cracks were To 1 
me obscured by other structural pi* 
are elements and remained unobserved b°i 
led during routine inspections 
j According to the report, a 
>ns computer stress analysis determined 

that the sudden failure of the plate *P1 
ed would have been 
ity the telescope to collapse. 
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Dwight Diller plays the banjo on a cold Spring day. "Instinctively, I wanted to tap 
into something older, something that went back into the 19th century." 


s the 


n. on 


V. of 

r in a 
town 


professionals. 'They're looking for stability.*’ he said. 
They have the material things and the lifestyle they 
thought they wanted, he explained, hut there's still 
something missing. 

Diller secs this post-WWII-generauon's res ml of 
interest in the Wth century as part of a historical trend. 
He said that as he studied evangelism and churih 
planting in seminary from 1984 to 1987 he saw how 
one generation will begin to move away Irom its runs. 
The next generation will deny its roots, and the third 
generation will skip bjek and search for those roots 

"When stories are handed down orally they 
become more than a story." Diller said, explaining 
how the stories in old time music offer stahilits 
"First, they mterpret the culture Second, they say that 
there are enemies in our lives." 

"The stories say. We have prevailed over these 
enemies because we have followed these patterns 
Fhe Hammonses had a lot of stones about panthers; in 
other area the stories were about Indians, he said. 
Regardless of the enemy, the stories give a sense of 
security in an uncertain world by showing how 
ancestors survived Modern music and television 
don't do that." he said. 

Diller has also released a cassette of neo-orthodox 
old-time music called Hold On' on which hi plass 
both banjo and fiddle. He calls Ins music 
"neo-orthodox'’ because it is not exactly like that the 
Hammons Fanul' play ed and sang " 3 ou have to take 
your present day life experiences and cross them with 
the discipline o' learning to pet musu ihai is alive." he 
said. 


Banjos, History and Survival 


cross 


When Dwight Diller learned to play the 
road, clawhammer banjo he wanted to do more than bring a 

> the little music into his life; he was looking for a 

al by connection to his Pocahontas County roots. 

"I had grown up here but didn't really know 
•adly anything about the culture," Diller said. "So in 1968 I 
borrowed a banjo from W.L. Diliey. dug up a tape 
I lots recorder and the first person I went to visit was Hamp 

lb of Carpenter (now deceased) of Cook Town (near 

s R. Marlinton)." 

>ntrol Diller also visited Delmar Diliey in the Brush 
wet Country and the Hammons Family on Williams River 
road and at Stillwell. His association with the Hammonses 
led to a study of the family by Carl Fleischauer and 
Alan Jabbour of the Library of Congress. Out of that 
came a two-album collection of the Hammons's music 
and stories and a companion book all titled The 
Hammons Family: A Study of a West Virginia 
Family's Traditions. 

The Hammonses • Sherman, Burl, Maggie, and 
seven other brothers and sisters and James, a cousin - 
tapped into the 19th century and continued to live 
in the 20th century in a 19th century manner, Diller 
said. "They have added a lot to the repertory of 
traditional Appalachian music. Maggie sang a song 
which folklorists thought never made it across the 
ocean." 
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Now, Diller teaches others through banjo camp, 
an "extended experience usually in an isolated, rural 
mountain setting," according to his brochure. This 
summer Diller will host three five-to-six-day banjo 
camps in Cass. He will also travel out of West Virginia 
to hold a camp if enough students request iL 

Surprisingly, many of Dillcr's students are urban 
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For more information jhoui bjnjo ump or the 
cassette (S8.00 ppd ) write Dwighi Diller, PO Box 
.48. Hillsboro, WV 2494 
304/653-4397. 


or call him al 


don't plan by December 31, may 
later regret missing the deadline. • 


Sharp's 

a Country Store 

*1; HAND-DIPPED 
i? ICE CREAM 

V FISHING SUPPLIES 

^QUILTS from $22 to S26 

Stop in and see us 

i USA FRIEL 




Some farmers may think they don't 




ly want USDA benefits," Swank said, ■ 
ve is ”b ut what happens if they need m 

y of 


i 


emergency assistance sometime? Or 
they might change their minds later 
about using government 
programs." 
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SCS field offices in the state 
are prepared to help farmers in 
every county make conservation 
plans for highly erodible crop 
fileds, Swank said. 

West Virginia's 14 locally 
for governed soil conservation districts 
are reviewing and approving plans. 

"The process of conservation 
compliance is not simple or easy," 
Swank said. "We are suessig that 
we want to help everyone in West 
Virginia who warns assistance. We 
need to get the word to everyone." 
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Schoolcraft Sales 

**9 BUCKEYE — 799-4684 
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Assorted Handles.$2 ea. 

Rolls of Cloth, different colors 
•Jewelry • Sweatsuits • Shirts • Kids Jogging Suits 
In-dash Car Cassette Player....$29.95 
Speakers.$19.95 

Socks, 8-11...3 prill.50 Paperback Books 
3/4 Socket Sets...$59.95 
Fishing Supplies 


mong 


Pocahontas County farmers 


), 87 may call 799-6376. 
were 

h ad a the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
>ward are offered on a nonditcriminatory 
basis, without regard to race, color, 
while national origin religion, sex, age 
good marital status, or handicap, 
i who • - * 


All programs and services of 


$12.95 

75s each 

Material....$l \d 

w 

Many other items 
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Lincoln Chirlet Burner, of 
630*4 Hickory Lane, Cambridge, 
Ohio, died at 8 p. m„ Monday, 
April 17,1989, at Oood Samaritan 
Medical 


« 


•nth 


f 


»o: 


Centre Zanesville, Ohio. 




Bon December 10, 1912, in 
Durbin, he wm die aon of Henry 
Crawford (Harry) Burner and 
Maude Arbogast Burner. He is a 
direct descendant of Abram and 
Mary Hull Burner and Adam and 
Margaret Hull Arbogast, both I / 
pioneer families of the Upper 9 j 
Greenbrier, known as Travellers' 


peer 
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Repose. His paternal grandparents 
were Charles Cameron and 
Eliubeth Beard Burner. His 
maternal grandparents were John 
and Louisa Jane Tracy Arbogast. 

Surviving him are his wife, 

Faye Clark Burner, two sons. Larry 
A. Burner, of Havre de Grace, 
Maryland, and Lynn R. Burner, of 
Baltimore, Maryland; also, one 
stepdaughter, Brenda Hudson, of 
Cambridge; two stepsons. Micl.ael 
Barnette, cf Columbus, and Pat 
Barnette, of Pickerington, Ohio; 
aid eight grandchildren. 

Lincoln was graduated from 
Green Bank High School in 1932 
and from National Schools, Los 
Angeks, California, in 1933. 

From 1942 until 1969 he was 
employed by a number of large 
corporations in capacities of 
Electronics Tester, Senior Design 
Engineer, and Senior Engineering 111.. 
Writer. From 1969 until his r'"’- 
retirement in 1977, he wes | 
employed by NCR as Senior 
Engineering Writer. He was a life 
member of IEEE and the NR A; a - 
member of die Cambridge Writers' I 
Workshop, and a very active I 
member of Trinity Baptist Church. I 
In 1979, he published an I 
historical novel, ’The Middle I 
Ground,* the setting of which is in I 
Pocahontas County and environs. I 
A second novel, ’The I 
Lumberman's Daughter,* is in | 
manuscript form and ready for 
, publication. 

* Services were held Thursday, 

April 20, at Bundy-Law Funeral 
: Home in Cambridge with his 
; pastor, Stephen Purgin, officiating. 

Burial was in ,tyorthwood 
Coodcfy* 
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Civil War Soldier To Be 
Honored 

0» Saturday, May 13th, at 2 | 
m., at Warm Sprints Cemeter 
Warm Sprints, Virginia, 
memorial service will be held I 
honor of Edward Perry Web 
(1827-1914) who served as 
Private in Company B, 36t 
Virgins Cavalry, Confederate Suu 
Army. He enlisted in Captaii 
Clinton Duffield's Company oi 
September 4, 1862, at Hillshorc 
Edward's battalion was a unit o 
Jenkins Brigade, under Brig 
General Albert Gallatin Jenkim 
which spearheaded 
Confederate Army from th< 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia t< 
Gettysburg After patrol duty th< 
brigade was stationed to th< 
L northeast 

. day. Opposite the 36th Battalioi 
was a Union cavalry battaiior 
headed by Lt. Colonel Georgt 
kj Armstrong Custer. Custer s 
had recently been issued 
Remington repeater rifles, far 
superior to the single-shot rifles ol 
the Confederates. The 36th 
g Battalion, due to an administrative 
j error, had been issued but ten 
rs rounds of ammunition for the day. 
5 Following Gettysburg the Battalion 
t was involved with numerous battles 
^ and skirmishes throughout the 
Shenandoah Valley. In the fall of 
n 1863 the 36th Battalion was a unit 
n of a force that fought in Tennessee 
r before returning to Virginia, 
i. Edward Webb was present at the 
f final muster of his battalion held at 
i, Lewisburg on April 17, 1865, by 
) Major Sweeney, the last battalion 
j commander. After the cemermony 
i, a grave marker provided by the 
f Veterans Administration, 
i, arranged by Senator Jay 
. Rockefeller, will be installed on 
Edward 


the march of th 
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Webb's 
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grave. 

Arrangements for the service have 
been made by David G. Webb. Jr., 
i Edward s great-great grandson and 
r member of the Garnett Camp 1470, 
r Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

I Huntington, and assisted by Mrs. 

Elizabeth Webb Leary, of Hot 
, Springs, Virginia, and Paul Lilly, 
i of Lewisburg. A considerable 
number of descendants of Edward 
Webb live along the Virginia-West 
. Virginia border. Some of the 
surnames include Webb, O'Brien. 
George, Burns. Smith, Cline, 
Mines. Ginger, Arrington, Davis 
and others. Fred Campbell Bums, 
of Marlinton, is a great-grandson of 
Mr. Webb. 


i 
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A Big Noise on Knapps Creek 

W.C. Centry Makes Sawdust 
By Miureen Crockett 
PART ONE. OF THREE 
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Lelia Gentry Scott was 
browsing through an Army surplus 
store in Ames. Iowa, a tew 


Willie Gentry, who left a Navy 
career after seeing the world for six 
years, came home to work at his 
dad's mill. Willie drove the tnick, 
hauling the wooden pins to market 

son. Wiley Allen, 
remembers spending summers at 
the mill even before he was old 
enough to work. “The man who 
fired the boiler would hold me up 
and let me pull the rope that blew 
the whistle when it was time for the 
men to go to work or quit in *he 
evening." he recalled. 

Later on, Wiley himself went to 
work at the mill, taking a simple job 
first. "I would carry blocks from 
the ripsaws to the pin lathes where 
they were turned,” he said. 
Threading was the next procedure, 
followed by grading and placing the 
pins in large burlap sacks. ”The 
tops of the sacks were sewed shut. 
The pins were hauled by truck to 
Baltimore or Front Royal, Virginia, 
where a friend of my grandfather 
had a pin mill.” 

"When I got out of school in the 
summer, I would go to West 
Virginia to work. When the pin 
mill business was booming, I 
remember loading boxcars on the 
railroad at Marlinton." Wiley Allen 
also threaded pins, graded them, 
sacked them, and skidded locust 
logs with a horse. That last job 
”was done rain or shine, as the mill 
had to run." 

There was nothing fancy about 
the Gentry operation on Knapps 
Creek. "The pin mill was a large 
open shed with a tarpaper roof,” 
Lelia Gentry Scott remembers. 
Over the years warehouses and 
storage sheds grew up around the 
main building. The lot sloped, so 
many of the buildings were up on 
pilings. This temporary look was 
no accident. W C. did not own the 
land, and when the lease was up, 
permanent structures reverted to 
Mr. Curry. 

W. C. and his wife Edna lived 
in two cramped buildings near the 
mill. One was a combination 
kitchen-dining room with a wood 
stove. Cooking and heating were 
both done with the wood stove. 
"W.C. had a healthy respect for 
steam and hot water, and wouldn't 
have it in the house," said Scott. 

The other building held the 
office, with bedroom and living 
room space behind. "Spare parts 
for machinery and tools were 
tucked about under the beds and the 
overflowing desk. The phone was 
a hand-cranked model, and the 
office door was shut to screen noise 
during calls,” said Scott. 

Life at the mill was not 
luxurious and citified. 

Gentry, the father of Lelia. Bonnie 
and Wiley Allen remembers that 
their side of the Greenbrier River 
had more than its share of rattlers. 
"There were none on the other side 
of the river," he recently declared 
with a straight face. 

In later years W. C. bought 
mill. "Locust became hard to get in 
the late 1930's, so he moved to 
Pocahontas County, about a mile 
and a quarter from Marlinton," 
Wiley Allen said. "He leased 
property from Albert Cuny and set 
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ago when she rame across a bin of 
small wooden items She knew 
right away that the pieces were 
mislabeled. The store had marked 
them "telephone arms" The 
wooden pins in her hands had been 
sent to Iowa from a Denver 
warehouse, but Scott w as sure they 
originated at Wiley C. Gentry s 
saw nill on Knapps Creek, 
Pocahontas County. West Virginia, 
many years before 

W. C. Gentry was Lelias 
grandfather. He and his partner, 
Frank Starstrom, had run the 
lumber outfit together. That mill 
has been closed for 28 years now, 
but some things just stay in a 
person s head. 

Scott bought the little pins so her 
children could see what their 
great grandfather used to do in the 
old days, and on her next trip east 
asked her Uncle Bill Clemens. now 
of Yorktown, Virginia, if he could 
positively identity them. 

Clemens, who had marned W. 
C. s daughter, Lula, and been a 
driver for the family sawmill, 
looked at the bottom of one of the 
small pins and recognized it 
immediately. "Yes, indeed!" he 
said. Pee Wee Hammond set the 
teeth on his lathe so it would grip 
the block better. These are the 
marks, in a distinctive pattern, on 
the bottom of the pin. Hammond 
held it tightly, and you can see h ; ', 
mark.” 
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The Knapps Creek mill was a rustic operation. Everything 
cetered around the steam boiler under the tall smokestack. 
A large circular saw, in the big shed to the left of the 
stack, cut incoming logs. The pin mill machinery occupied 
the building at the rear. Photo by Lelia Gentry Srott, 1951. 
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up a larger operation, as there was 
plenty of locust around." 

Willie Gentry, who left a Navy 
career after seeing the world for six 
years, came home to work at his 
dad’s mill. Willie drove the truck, 
hauling the wooden pins to market. 

Willies son. Wiley Allen, 
remembers spending summers at 
the mill even before he was old 
enough to work. "The man who 
fired the boiler would hold me up 
and let me pull the rope that blew 
the whistle when it was time for the 
men to go to work or quit in the 
evening," he recalled. 

Later on, Wiley himself went to 
woik at the mill, taking a simple job 
first. "I would carry blocks from 
the ripsaws to the pin lathes where 
they were turned," he said. 
Threading was the next procedure, 
followed by grading and placing the 
pins in large burlap sacks. "The 
tops of the sacks were sewed shut. 
The pins were hauled by truck to 
Baltimore or Front Royal, Virginia, 
where a friend of my grandfather 
had a pin mill." 

"When I got out of school in the 
summer, I would go to West 
Virginia to work. When the pin 
mill business was booming, I 
remember loading boxcars on the 
railroad at Marlinton." Wiley Alien 
also threaded pins, graded them, 
sacked them, and skidded locust 
logs with a horse. That last job 
"was done rain or shine, as the mill 
had to run." 

There was nothing fancy about 
the Gentry operation on Knapps 
Creek. "The pin mill was a large 
open shed with a tarpaper roof," 
Lelia Gentry Scott remembers. 
Over the years warehouses and 
storage sheds grew up around the 
main building. The lot sloped, so 
many of the buildings were up on 
pilings. This temporary look was 
no accident. W. C. did not own the 
land, and when the lease was up, 
permanent structures reverted to 
Mr. Curry. 

W. C. and his wife Edna lived 
in two cramped buildings near the 
mill. One was a combination 
kitchen-dining room with a wood 
stove. Cooking and heating were 
both done with the wood stove. 
"W.C. had a healthy respect for 


steam and hot water, and wouldn't 
have it in the house, said Scott. 

The other building held the 
office, with bedroom and living 
room space benind. "Spare parts 
for machinery and tools were 
tucked about unJer the beds and the 
overflowing desk. The phone was 
a hand-cranked model, and the 
office door was shut to screen noise 
during calls," said Scott. 

Life at the mill was not 
luxurious and citified. 

Gentry, the father of Lelia, Bonnie 
and Wiley Allen remembers that 
thei- side of the Greenbrier River 
had more than its share of rattlers. 
"There were none on the other side 
of the river," he recently declared 
with a straight face. 

In later years W. C. bought 
eight acres near Huntersville and 
built a sawmill complex with easier 
accommodations for Edna, but the 
Gentrys always kept their 
permanent home in Flint Hill, 
Virginia. "Edna often went back 
there," granddaughter Bonnie 
Dodson remembers. 

Marlinton shanty was inconvenient 
to live in. Edna used to say "i had 
to live in a sawdust pile all my 
life, " Nonetheless, when she got 
lonely for W. C. she rode back to 
Pocahontas County in one of the 
lumber trucks. 

The mill fireman, a man named 
Jesse Fawn, also lived at the work 
site. His job was to fire up the 
boiler each morning, then keep it 
going with shavings and wood. 
Worker Joe Davis, and his wife and 
her sister, also lived there. Lelia 
Scott remembers how the two 
women enjoyed dipping snuff and 
spitting over the porch rail. "There 
was a little slimy patch we barefoot 
kids avoided," she said. 

"Joe was a dark, bent little man 
who had been badly injured 
fighting a forest fire, and had only 
fingers on both hands 
together," Scott recalled. "He ran a 
ripsaw, pushing one block through 
with another. 

"The pins were made from 
locust wood because it does not 
shrink or swell with changes in 
humidity or temperature. If it did. 
the pin would split the cross arm,” 
she added 


Pf 


Al 


SI 


IS 


Willie 


W. C.’s mill ran on steam, 
using creek water for the boiler and 
its own waste for fuel. "The culls 
and the waste wood were heaved 
into the steam engine which 
powered the mill," grandson Wiley 
Allen Gentry remembers. 

Wiley Allen, and his father, 
Willie Gentry, both now living in 
Virginia, know the family history, 
the hard times. W C. Gentry had 
had a difficult childhood. Bom in 
North Carolina in 1884, he lost his 
mother when he was only five 
years old. One of his first jobs was 
riding a mule to deliver the mail, for 
which he was paid the munificent 
sum of $5 a month. 

Later he worked as a cook at a 
Virginia saw mill. In 1929 he set up 
his own mill at McDowell, 
Virginia, and made insulator pins 
for power and phone lines. "The 
eight-inch pins were for telephone 
lines, and nine-inch pins were for 
electric lines," Willey Allen said. 

"The pins fitted into the cross 
arm of a telephone pole to hold the 
glass insulators," Lelia Gentry 
Scott added. "They screwed onto 
the threaded end. The shoulder 
kept the pin from going on down." 

The aftermath of lire 1929 Wall 
Street crash devastated Gentry's 
first business. W. C. also had 
other troubles with his Virginia 
mill. "Locust became hard to get in 
the late 1930's, so he moved to 
Pocahontas County, about a mile 
and a quarter from Marlinton," 
Wiley Allen said. "He leased 
property from Albert Curry and set 
up a larger operation, as there was 
plenty of locust around." 
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A Big Noise on Knapps Creek 

W.C, Gentry Makes Sawdust 


The pin miU made flee poles 
PT boats during World War II, 
which were* shipped to (he West 
Coast. The men made furniture 
legs, brackets for the sides of 
telephone poles, and slots on guard 
«iis for the cable to slide through 
Ytte major commitment, though, 
was making the cross arm pins, and 
W. C. kept his men busy at that for 
years. 

The affection 


for 
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J Locust is a tough wood with to the next. Workers shoveled 

Lelia Gentry Scott said shavings into the firebox all day. 
that it was SUo used to make fence People yelled above the noise. 

} pom, pole steps for linemen to It was an 'advance in 

making repairs, ~nd technology when W. C bought an 
fa Old wfrttr pOtewe l Army surplus truck, a CMC 

like a tank with a winch and a huge workers was returned during an 

spool of steel cable on the front. 'Hn*** When he was in the 

The cable was hitched around the Marlinton hospital, his men 

logs, and they were pulled about crowded around the bed. Visiting 

In a tight spot, the cable was »nd the proper number of 

Sometimes W. 0. got some hooked to something solid and the visitors per room were disregarded 

and walnut when buying his truck could puli itself out" With sweat, sawdust snuff, and 

_ tract of standing locust W. C.’s workday was never muddy shoes they all came in to 

Chcro and walnut are fine rtilly over. Logging trucks cheer him up, Scott siidL No 

wood for furniture, but 'kxust is brought in his raw material at any doubt it did him more good than 

polish, and time. day or night. ‘When the hospital medicine, 

finish.’ said loggers came, sometimes in the wee w. C. enjoyed children. There 

hours, they becked up lo the bank was a jar or candy or a plate of 

W. C. sent hit furniture quality »d tooted their horns. W. C. cookies for them at the sawmill 

would take his log scale and office Some county families drove 

scramble up the bank 
the end of each log. The scale was 
a wooden rod. rather like a 


40 


* climb whftt 


W. C. showed his 


Renter ufteeb 

t mills Road contractors from 
?, southern N*w York bought locust 
' guard rails because the locust 
f* siood if> to the mo»o, sth laden air 


npMT) 




rio 


too stringy, won’t 
won't take a fine 


wood to the E. A. Clore factory in 

"The 


to the mill to get waste wood or 
slabs to use for fuel at hoic* 
When they came to the office to 
pay, W. C. 


Madison, Virginia 
rooghsawn lumber was sent green 
for a fang kiln and air drying before ^ , 

it was made into hand-turned yardstick, and only he could read 
Cotomai reproductions furniture,’ the markings’ Scott said. Gentry their youngsters 
Scott said. ’The Clare and Gentry P** according to the number of I ■ 

factories worked together for three cords in a load. young visitors. 'He had a childlike 

generations ’ 'Then ftere was a great crashing sweet tooth all his life,’ Lelia Scott 

Scon reports that the Clore •* ,he ,<0 t* folk* off the said of her grandfather. "He liked 

pieces made of Gentry wood are *™ck. The loggers came to the cream and sugar on everything 

heirlooms But the rough, office for their check, and except ice cream. When W. C. 

| physical work at the Gentry mil sometimes stayed for a visit* went to the store to visit with the 

j itself was mostly plain hard labor Scott remembers the men who men. he would buy ice cream cones 

aud not fine craftwork. *Ash pulled up to the yard in the big for any children who came in.* 
rounds, or blanks for Louisville logging trucks. They were a Knapps Creek attracted other 

Slugger basebaU bats were turned colorful bunch. "Delbert industrious creatures. Scott 
out at the mill. The blanks had to Duffenbaugh brought his French remembers. Sometimes a beaver 
be precisely on grain, the war bride, who called W. C. would build a dam there, and 
J purchaser's standards were high. Papa,' she said. ’Mr. Chestnut, conservation officers would fbme 

; and many were rejected. An from Mountain Grove, could tell * nd dynamite it to prevent 

off gram bat would split in use. The the age of man, beast or child by Hooding be sf 

workmen just weren't careful examining its teeth.’ And life's inevitable changes May 

enough in turning the blanks,* Scott also recalls how kind W. also came. Edna died on a cold 

Soott admitted. "We had a problem C. was to his workers. ’Any man Thursday in February 1960, when 

with quaUtycoMroi.* who had a sick wife or chili or a she was 69. By that Sunday, W. y^e 

Qm of the roughest, toughest s *d enough story, could get a loan C. was in the hospital. W. C.’s 
jobs belonged tt> the sawyer The or an advance on his wages. The son Alvin, an attorney now 

lie Ursa person to work jailer knew that W. C. would go deceased, and his wife Estelle io : ^ 

arees as they entered bail for a workman who celebrated helped with the books for the next ind j 

I the miU.^lfljfNeighbors held that a bn too much, and get him back to five > ears. The Gentry sawmill had adu |, 
; job at the Gentry pm mill ’He work.’ always been a family venture. need! 

wrestled the big logs onto the Bonnie Dodson remembers that Willie Gentry and his friend, j^y 

; carriage and ran the largest saws,’ her grandfather bought groceries Gal ford, ran the mill during this 

Scott recalled for people in need and hired pc r, od. " We batched together," 

Neighbors had spent time in disabled men who had a hard time w ‘Nie said. "E v ®ry weekend 
prison, according to Scon, and had finding work. He would find book Gallord would visit his parents and 
picked up the^hlikely hobby of work and office jobs suitable for ramps We d put them in a 
quihing ihe%RPie rememben him those who were handicapped. gunny sack and lay them in the 

wel! andjgKVfem with affection. Though W. C. owned the mill, creek to keep fresh. We ate them 
'He wam&fttifl man with squints none of the 35 employees called ' ned * n bacon grease, with eggs 

cross epes, a gentle sou! who him "boss." "Some of the men and potatoes, 

wouldn't hurt a flea. Mrs. lived at the Gentry home for years, Later, Willie rented the operation 

Neighbors was an invalid who and became old. loyal friends." to Galford, who ran the place as a 

needed costly medicine At home, recalled Scoa. regular sawmill. "When electnc 

Fatty pieced quilts to sell Once he Russell Madison, an excellent and telephone companies started 
brought a shoe box of sample quilt craftsman, worked many years at us '1* s, ® el P* ns * nd underground 

blocks to show Edna and me. the sawmill. "When the mill was cable, that was the end of the pm 

beautifully pieced and sewn. Like making fences from wormy business,, said Wiley Allen 

Edna, he drew up patterns shown chestnut, he made chestnut picture Gentry. The pin mi ! m.khiner\ 

in the newspapers ' frames for Edna, and x stool. He st "ds at Huntersville,' Wiley 

At the mill, laborers used used the double-threaded pins for 
two-man crossctel saws, hand axes, stool legs. The top of the stool is 
and the other tools of honest hard butternut. Madison copied an 
labor. There were no Cham saws in antique table, turning legs and 

those times. Heavy timber was braces from black walnut, for the sa y*« but new ow ners converted 

manhandled around (he fail I \ard front office," Scott remembered. from steam power to a diesel 

with cant hooks. The wood, being Wormy chestnut was a prized 
just felled, was dense and heavy to wood, especially after the great 
drag. chestnut blight which swept the 

mountains in ihe 1920 s and 30's, memories and faded photographs 

"Chesnuts. the grey ghosts of the bring « back for those who were 

forest, died of blight I he wood ‘here. Three generations of 

has a high tannin content and is Gentrys have a warm feeling about 

resistant to decay. The fallen logs the old days in Pocahontas County, 

were used for fence rails and posts and especially for the man who 

made those times memorable 
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Allen believes. Willie and Frank 
Starstrom eventually sold the mill 
itself to Homer Smith and his son. 
This sawmill is still going, Willie 


scho< 


Hall'! 

Satur 

show 

15 w 

both 

Lewi« 


W. C. Gentry died at 89 in 
His era is over, but 


Today, employees would not 
put up w ith the working conditions 
"There were no goggles. hard ha's, 
or hearing prfttactors. Scott said. 
"Oaky Hammonds lost an eye when 
a block hit him.' She believes, 
however, that the mill work was 
safer than coal mining, and one 
worker told hci the job 'was better 
than wrestling hides at the unnery 
"All day the steam engine s 
explosions sounded, the big saws 
through the logs, and the 
smallet npsaws and lathes added to 
ihe din." Scott recalled "Men 
carried or dragged the bags of 
blocks and pins from one machine 
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many years after the trees died,’ 

Scon said. 

The Gentry mill made charcoal. 

11-foot chestnut rails, and also family and friends remained 
cabin poles from white pine. Bill 
Clemens, married to Lula, W. C.’s 
daughter, helped install chestnut rail celebrated with a lot of whiskey and 
fences. W. C. wisely kepi calls to friends. I'm 75 years old 
diversifying, and started making and ail I have to show for it is a big 
apple barrels, with the staves pike of sawdust, he said. He could 
fashioned from poplar and the have added, and a lot of friends. 


They said he never changed 
much as he aged. In later years. 


important to W. C Gentry. Scott 
remembers his 75th birthday. "He 
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W.C. Gentry Makes Sawdust 
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Republicans preferred to vote at 
, „ home in Virginia, *o they kept their 

Ldia and Bonnie Gentry looked voting residency there. The Old 
forward every summer to visiting Dominion was heavily Democratic 
their grandparents. W. C. and j n those days. "At election time 
r ®T? Edna, it the Gentry sawmill near they greeted old friends with I’m 
Marlinton. The girls went there here to kill your vote, " said Scott. 
rm y each year between 1947 and the 


Summers at the Sawmill 
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place 
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Back then not much money 
early 1950‘s. Brother Wiley Allen changed hands, Willie Gentry 
Gentry went as well, taking a remembers. "Coal oil was only ten 
summer job at the mill as soon as cents a gallon. You traded brar.dy, 
he was old enough. wheat, chickens, butter, eggs, dried 

From their Virginia home to apples, and rabbits for coffee. 
Marlinton was 160 miles, four pepper, and salt." 
hours by car. A trip in a lumber One year Edna bought a live 
truck was a different story. "That turkey foi Christmas dinner. The 
way it took all day," remembers critter wouldn’t eat, to she didn’t 
their father. Willie Gentry, whose k.il it. Christmas came and went 
job it was to make those long hauls and it still ate nothing. By New 
The girls timed their summer Year’s Day it was still alive and 
visits to coincide with the fasting, so she sold it. "Rut she 
Pocahontas County Fair, and had the use of it all through 
remember that the family business Christmas and New Year's," 
made its contribution to the daughter-in-law Barbara, Willie’s 
’ celebration. "Truckloads of locust wife, recalled with a laugh. 

shavings were used on the floors of W C. Gentry loved animals, 
exhibition buildings and bams, and enjoyed buying pets for his 
Sometimes we got free tickets in grandchildren. They were 
exchange." Lena Gentry Scott delighted with his choices, which 
recently recalled. were not the usual dog and cat 

Grandfather W. C. Gentry variety of house pet. He had a 
enjoyed the fair’s grandstand show, pony, bantam chickens for each 
and was especially partial to the grandchild, and once he even 
} daredevils who leaped their cars bought a bear cub which was kept 
• over a row of other vehicles. His in a wooden crate near the mill. "I 
workmen shared his enthusiasm for played with it and fed it by hand," 
auto sports, the grandchildren Scott remembers. Grandma Edna 
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nd rcmem l >er - One of the men took a worried. She knew the bear in time 
fancy to Wiley Alien's car one would grow large and dangerous, 
• summer, a Ford convertible he had so she convinced W. C. to sell it. 
h( , spray-painted school bus yellow Once when Edna was away, W. 
and named the Golden Rocket. C. bought a deer and put it in the 
- Wiley Allen finally turned it over to back bedroom. When she found it 
him. The next time Lelia and there, Willie remembers, "She was 
^ Bonnie visited the fair, they were angry, but then she started 
■ • astonished to find the Rocket out on laughing. It became quite a pet." 
the racetrack raising dust. W. C. was a soft touch for any 

The teenage girls located their salesman who pulled up a the mill, 
friend with the gold car with some "He bought anything that anyone 
other fellows who worked at the brought by, night or day," recalled 
Gentry mill. Tiny all wnen off on granddaughter Bonnie Dodson, 
a round of rides and fun. "By the "He’d buy banjos, Bibles, 
time it was reported to the old man magazines, anything. Then they d 
by the foreman, the story had get to talking, and pretty soon W. 
gotten considerably wilder," and C. would invite them to lunch." 
the young women found He bought every insurance 
themselves on the way back to policy that came along, according to 
Virginia with the next load of pins. ![the family. "One was an accident 

Scott recalls quieter times as policy that you had to be on a 
well. After the workday was over, certain street comer at a certain time 

she said, the mill area changed. "In of day. He finally gave up that 

the evenings, there was a soft hiss 
JP- of escaping steam, the creek, and 
1,0 whippoorwills. Rain pattered on 
the tarpaper roofs." 

At day's end there were two 

jobs W. C. entrusted to no one but invariably a Western. The kids he 
. a himself. He would sharpen and took loved the film, but W. C. 
ng clean the big saws, sitting with the fidgeted during the finale, always a 
•ur blades between his knees. Then he scene where the good guys take off 

:9. would carefully hose down the area after the bad guys. Everyone races 

tre near the boiler so no fire could 

ies stan. Whenever the was away, 

» a these were the two things he 

ed worried about. 

The family would spend 
on peaceful summer evenings at home, 
ty, "W. C. would go fishing after 
nd supper, or sit and whittle, while 
Edna crocheted. Or we would 

ng help address, by hand, the tags for outside, pale and shaken. 'I just 
|y, the pin sacks," Scott remembered. 

"One day Bonnie and I rode 


of 


her 


f’s 


he 


nd. 


>ur 


of 


ike 


th 
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nd 
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led 


ue 


one," son Willie said in his most 
serious voice. 

Another attraction for the 
grandchildren was the Saturday 
night movie in Marlinton, 


over the rough ground on horses. 
"I can't stand it; they're abusing 
them," the kids would hear W. C. 
mutter. The grandchildren would 
try to calm him. "They don t take 
the picture all at once, they rest the 
horse." W. C. still couldn't watch, 
and would soon slip away. 

"Afterwards we would find him 


can't stand it; they run those horses 
to death.' he would sav. W. C. 
rs. along wh'le W. C. and Frank never saw the hero ride into the 
?r. Starstrom looked over a tract of sunset," Scott said, 
nd timber. On the way back, they The visiting grandchildren loved 
stopped for gas and asked if we to play and splash in Knapps 
yn wanted anything. In a giggle fit. Creek. Great rounded rocks and 
on we said, 'Candy bars, ice cream, shaded water made the place a 
;v. bubble gum, pop.' The men came summertime favorite. They had a 
he back with a grocery bag full, wooden tank they pretended was a 
everything we had mentioned," boat, and tried to paddle it around. 
Scott fondly recalls. Long, lazy days in Pocahontas 

"When W. C. came home to County finally came to an end. The 
Flint Hill, first thing, he would give girls were growing up, going to 
us ice cream money." Scott said, high school. From then on. 
When we showed up at the store summer meant jobs at home. Wiley 
and dived in the freezer, the Allen stayed on as a summertime 
storekeeper knew; 'Your worker for his granddad, but there 
grandfather's home. " was no place for girls to work at a 

W. C. and Edna, good pin mill. 


i a 


A 


















_ ^pnF 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


Complete 


es and Expanded Features 






I 


C* 


: c 


8 . 




¥ 


t 


■g ae 


o 


a 


£ 2 
~ CTJ 


Cl 




& 


& 


5 


I 


Jf 


I 


C 


Cl 




u 


2 2 
IT. * £ 

ui 5 x: 


Cl 


ft 


i 


c 






a S2 

U u o 

Ei- 

c e| 

gcR.1 

2 r * 

£' 

55 © © 


w 


< 


i 


3 /“ 

C t t 


< *0 C 

a E~ 


'w 






C 


c 


Z 9.Si 
C | 

— <35 


OSS 

_11 •• 

Z * 
ci 2 

5 s 




*C jz 

ll 




• r 


=<3 


*1 


ft 


ft 


* .. 


2 * 


c 'g 

«* U 


* £ 


£ °* 


O w 
Cl c 


fifi 


fiC 


ft 


& 


ft 


) 


o 3 


s I 










-1 


I 


o 


3 Su 




E 


O : 


U 


^ S <3 S» 


C 


&C 


a 


ft 


£ 




<3 


& 


3 : 




00 ^3 


C3 


O 


OF. 


T 




< 53 - 5 : 

b.§ *• 


.*2 


3 


Cm C 
06 .2 

=1 

c/3 .r 


« 


ft 


<■2 


a- 




ft 








































PDF 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


t 


;£ .Complete 


es and Expanded Features 


GREEN RANK OBSERVATORY 


Grtfn 

Last week (he U. S. Senate 
approved a request by Senator 
Robert C. Byrd to provide 
$75,000,000 for a new 
telescope at the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green 
Bank. The money is part of the 

ion of the Fiscal Year 
1989 Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations btlL 

The bill must next 
Hovse-Senate 
committee where differences must 
be resolved with the version of the 
bill passed by the House. The 
House bill does not include the 
money for the telescope. The 
members of the House-Senate 
conference committee 
appointed on Tuesday. | 

Senator Byrd said funding to 
replace the radio telescope, which 
collapsed last November, is needed 


Telescope was built, the 300-foot 


telescope remained useful until its 


(MM*. 

Using modern structural 
analysis methods unavailable to the 
designers of the telescope, the panel 
determined that stresses in many 
structural elements—including 
some radial ribs and circumferential 
rings of the telescope 
itself—were substantially higher 
than is peimissible today. 

A design analysis performed 
four years after construction was 
completed led to modifications and 
some strengthening of structures, 
but this early examination could not 
have identified potential failure 
points to the extent made possible 
were by modem stress analysis. 

From a review of NRAO 
records, the panel concluded that 
the collapse was not the result of 
inadequate maintenance or 
to enable the National Science inappropriate operation of the 
Foundation to proceed immediatel^^HHMliH^Biiiiii^^H 
with planning and design wort to Instead, a metallurgical analysts 
construct a new telescope at Green performed by an independent 
Bank's Nati onal Radio Astronomy laboratory suggested that the 
Ot—ryMmy. fractured plate, a connection plate 

'The Green Bank site is the only joining the dish support structure to 
designated radio quiet zone in the the bearing near the top of one of 
world, and, as such, it is the only the telescope's two towers, rapidly 
site that could be used for a broke in two where small cracks 
replacement telescope without had been developing for years. The 
substantial scientific risks and cracks, due to fatigue brought about 
increased reconstruction costs." by high stress loads—especially 
Senator Byrd said. while the telescope 

'The collapse of this instrument moving—were obscured by other 
has left the National Science structural elements and remained 
Foundation without one of its most unobserved during routine 
valuable measuring devices." Byrd inspections, 
added. "It is imperative that 
construction of a new radio 
telescope begin as soon as 
possible." 

After receiving word of the 
Senate's action in approving the 
funds for the new telescope, the 
NRAO issued the following news 


dish 


[ 


to a 


con fertacc 


was 


According to the computer stress 
analysis, the sudden failure of the 
plate would have been sufficient to 
cause the entire telescope to 
collapse. 

The telescope collapsed while 
the dish was being moved from one 
position to another. At this time it 
is not known if the plate failed 
spontaneously or from a sudden 
increase in stress load, as might 
occur during a temporary freezing 
or jamming of a bearing or during 
the sudden failure of some other 
structural elements 

One bearing box was recovered 
and observed to have undergone 
significant damage prior to the 
collapse. Recovery of telescope 
components is being approached 
cautiously due to safety hazards 
presented by the unstable 
wreckage. 

The panel detected no 
phenomena associated with the 
collapse that can not be eliminated 
using modern design techniques. 
The report points to the importance 
of comprehensive computer stress 
analysis for this type of movable 
structure. Such an analysis can 
identify points where metal will 
fatigue and microscopic cracks are 
likely to develop and propagate 
within critical structural elements. 

Members of the panel are 
Edward Cohen, managing partner 
with Ammann A Whitney, a 
structural engineering consulting 
firm; Robert M. Maty as. a private 
construction and management 
consultant and vice president 
emeritus of Cornell University; and 
George F. Mechlin, recently reured 
vice president for research and 
developme r . of the Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation. 


Green Bank Observatory 
Announces Telescope for 
21st Centry 

The National Radio Astrooomy 
Observatory in Green Bank has 
■y announced plans for a new Radio 
ist Telescope for the 21st century. The 
announcement was in res 
ig senate approval of the 
isi million necessary to construct the 
id modem telescope. 

The Senate's approval of the 
ie new telescope was announced 
:e Wednesday. June 7, by Senator 
tc Robert C. Byrd. George Seielstad, 
the Observatory's Directory, 
ts commented that 'without Senator 
it Byrd's vigorous support, the 
r. Observatory faced an uncertain 
i. future. But with his unwavering 
id support, our future is as unlimited 
a as the universe we explore ’ 
ie Dr. Seielstad went on to say that 
'having the full funding upfront 
•e guarantees we can end the 
), emergency created by last 
>. November's collapse of the 300 ft. 
a telescope. We will move quickly to 
n put in a replacement telescope that 
e w ill assure scientific leadership far 
i. decades to come." 

The new telescope will be 330 
e ft. in size, making it the world's 
I largest. The surface of this 
r immense bowl will be continuously 
adjusted to maintain precision, 
s This opens us to signals we could 
never before receive. Dr. Seielstad 
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Funding Tor Green Bunk 
Passed by Congrea 
U. S. Senator Robin C. Byrd 
uid that all of the funding he 
obtained for West Virginia projects 
in the 1989 Supplemental 
Appropi.arions Bill is Mocked in" 
undvr a revised bill that cleared 
Congress Friday (June 23) morning 
and was sent to the President to be 
signed into law. 

. - T » The bill includes $75 million 
IJ\ II sought by Byrd to replace the 
collapsed radio telescope at Green 
Bank; $6.67 million to preserve the 
Essential Air Service Program, 
which serves 155 communities 
nationwide, including five in West 
Virginia (Bcckley. Bluefield/ 
Princeton, Elkins. Clarksburg/ 
Fairmont, and Morgantown); as 
well as funding for a number of 
items obtained by Byrd for West 
Virgma. 
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"This bill was a cliffhanger, so 
I am delighted that I was able to 
preserve funding for the West 
Virginia projects, which are 
urgently needed m our state." Byrd 
said "I hope that President Bush 
signs this into law quickly." 

Under the new bill, which was 
hammered out late Thursday by 
House and Senate leaders, 
including Byrd, the $75 million that 
Byrd obtained to fund the 
replacement radio telescope at 
Green Bank will be split into two 
installments, with half appropriated 
immediately and half to become 
available on October I. 

"Since the amount ot money 
needed for the radio telescope this 
year is in the range of $300,000 for 
initial planning, with another $3 
million to $5 million needed next 
year for further planning and design 
work, the two-stage installment 
approach to appropriating the 
money will have no effect on the 
timetable for replacing the 
telescope," Byrd said 

An equal amount of funding 
sought by House Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Jamie Whitten 
for farm loan programs was also 
split into two installments. Byrd 
said, allowing the House and 
Senate leaders to earmark in the bill 
Irivers an additional $75 million to be 
trip to available immediately for 
drug-related law enforcement 
activities. 


y 


I 


n 


it 


i. 


» 


n 


6 


i 


IcNeel 

iboro! 


"This is a good plan because it 
meets all the urgent funding needs 
the originally contained in the 
Waste legislation, including full funding 
of last f° r veterans programs, and it 
es of broadens the bill to encompass new 
federal drug enforcement initiatives. 


res 


ipany 

if dry which w ill be used to accelerate our 
lery at fight against illegal drugs." Byrd 
said. 


The $6.6 million for Essential 


lority 

Dolan Service program becomes 
Elliott, available immediately, preventing 
enting ibe program from expiring July 1. 

I Among other provisions 
torney included by Byrd and sent to the 
Mike President as part of the 
Jamie Supplemental Appropriations Bill 
Eldon arc: 


Joyd 


—$1 million for the 


re the 

iharp. construction of a community center 
Vaste at the Naval Radio Receiving 
nt of Station in Sugar Grove. 

—a directive requiring that 
'olves W 9 million in grants be distributed 
er the ibis year, rather than over a 
:ess is two-year period, to rural non profit 
hospitals throughout the country, 
lat the including West Virginia, for 
as the assisting in providing quality health 
n the care. By distributing all the 
*hich funding this year, more 
m the grants—between 160 and 
first 180—will be awarded. Nine West 
nty at Virginia hospitals—in Wetzel. 
j|y of Braxton. Wood. Preston. Lewis, 

I for Tyler. Logan. Pocahontas, and 
Webster counties—have applied for 
it the funding under the program 
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Solution Sought for Howes 
Waste Disposal 
The members of 


"This is a good plan because it 
meets all the urgent funding needs 
the originally contained in the 
Pocahontas County Solid Waste legislation, including full funding 
Authority met on Wednesday of last f or veterans programs, and it 
week with representatives of broadens the bill to encompass new 
Howes Leather Company federal drug enforcement initiatives, 
concerning the disposal of dry which will be used to accelerate our 
tannin material from the tannery at fight against illegal drugs," Byrd 
Frank. said. 

Solid Waste Authority The $6.6 million for Essential 
members present were Dolan Air Service program becomes 
Irvine. Dewey Sharp. Jonda Elliott, available immediately, preventing 
Dr. Luis Soriano. Representing the program from expiring July 1. 
Howes Leather were Lloyd Among other provisions 
^ Coleman. Hubert Rcxrodc. attorney included by Byrd and sent to the t 
~ Kim Poling, and engineer Mike President as part of the 
** Collins. Also present were Jamie Supplemental Appropriations Bill 
to Abdella. landfill supervisor. Eldon *K 
Fertig. owner of the land w here the 

landfill is located, and Don Sharp, construction of a community center 
an inspector for the Solid Waste a* the Naval Radio Receiving 
Division of the Department of Station in Sugar Grove. 

Natural Resources. —a directive requiring that 

The disposal problem involves $8 9 million in grants be distributed 
is a dry residue that remains after the this year, rather than over a 
be liquor used in the tanning process is two-year period, to rural non profit 
evaporated and dried. hospitals throughout the country. 

Mr. Rexrode explained that the including West Virginia, for 
material is a wood product as the assisting in providing quality health 
tanning liquor is made from the tare. By distributing all the 
•r bark of several trees (one of which funding this year, more 
is chestnut which is the reason the grants—between 160 and 
•r tannery is at Frank in the first 180—wiil be awarded Nine West 
or place. The forests of the county at Virginia hospitals—in Wetzel. 

*e one time provided a vast supply of Braxton. Wood, Preston. Lewis, 
the chestnut bark needed for Tyler. Logan. Pocahontas, and 
y, tanning.) Webster counties—have applied for 

Mr. Collins stressed that the funding under the program 

material is non-hazardous 
However, should it get into surface 
or ground water the result is 
discoloring of the water For this 
• reason the tannery has not been able 
' * to find a landfill willing to lake the 
* material 
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improvements at the landfill as new 
portions of it are opened. 

Mr. Collins noted the need for 
everyone to work together to both 
solve the problems caused by the 
new state regulations and the 
tannery's waste problem 
The Howes people stressed 
their company s willingness to help 
meet the cost of any engineering 
work that needs to be done as well 
pay a fair rate for the disposal of 
the dry tanning material. 

In response to the concern that 
allowing this material at the landfill 
might help fill it up faster than 
planned, it was pointed out that the 
other wastes being brought to the 
landfill from the tannery are less in 
volume than was estimated during 
the planning for the landfill. 

The members of the Waste 
Authority informally agreed to t^e 
the material at the landfill if an 
approved treatment plan can be 
developed They will take a formal 
vote at their next regular meeting on 
the 28 th 


The closest landfill for 
he hazardous waste is in Alabama and 
of the $100 per barrel plus 
transportation makes this too costly 
for the tannery, according to Mr 
Coleman. 

At the present time the tannery 
7 is producing about 100 barrels a 
le week of the dried material Some 
n of it can be reused in the tanning 
process and some can be sold. 
However, production often is 
greater than the amount that can be 
reused or sold At the present time 
i reuse and sales are about keeping 
■ up with production but there is a 
backlog of $000-6000 barrels 
The short term problem for 
Howes is to dispose of the backlog 
and the long term problem is having 
D a place to dispose of unused 
material on a regular basis In 
response to a question. Mr 
y Coleman said something needs to 
be done by winter The barrels are 
i stored in the open and they will 
eventually deteriorate to the point 
I where the material could get into 
ground or surface water at the 
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CAVKR DROWNS 
My Cive 
Pocahootas/Randolph County line 
on Dry Port wu the >it« of the 
death by drown in* 

Flanigan. 21. on Si 
Ranagan wu part of a group of 
four that entered the cava Sunday 
morning. The other* ware her 
brother. Shawn Flanagan, 11, 
Aaron Bird, 17, and Jarrod 
17, all from the Elkins area. 

The cava is located under the hill 
between the Elk River and Dry 
Branch. There is one entrance to the 
cave on the Elk River side and at 
least two on Dry Branch. 

p entered the cave 
a.m. Sunday through 
their plans 


fatal shooting 

At this time officials believe that 
the fatal shooting of Hubert O C 
Wilfong at his home at Boyer w&» 
done in self-defense Mr. Wilfong. 

43, wu shot by his brother, James C 
Wilfong, last Thursday, shortly |< 
after midnight. The shooting took a. 
place in the bedroom of 
Wilfong, who also resided in the 
Leland. home. Mr. Wilfong died from the pi 
effects of e wound to the chest D 
before police arrived at the house 
Other residents at the home B 

include Hubert Wilfong* wife. Cl 

Lillian, and Hubert B. wilfong. 
father of Hubert and James. They d< 
were both at home the evening of in 
the shooting 

The weapon was a .22 caliber fil 
revolver. c - 

The investigation is being 81 

handled by the Sheriffs 
Department with the assistance of 
Stale Police. No arrests have been i 

made at this time, but the 
slopes for about 600 feet before investigation is continuing 

coming to a vertical drop of about Officers are waiting the report from Oi 
80 feet Just prior to the drop the the autopsy on Mr Wilfong as well 

slope becomes much steeper. The u the results of other tests 
cavers were aware of the slope and The findings from the 
the drop, having been in the cave investigation will be presented to ha 
before, entering on the Dry Branch the Grand Jury in October, 
side. They the necessar|^B^^H|jH^^B^^^| 

equipment to make Ihe descent but Circuit Court 

not the different type of equipment Two trials have been held in 
needed for an ascent Circuit Court in the past week with 

My Cave hu a stream of water Judge Lobban presiding, 
flowing through a portion of it A civil trial was held last 
Like many "wet" caves the amount Thursday concerning the ownership Ui 

of water in the cave fluctuates of a camp in Pocahontas County, 

greatly and responds quickly to The case was styled Mary F. Lunter Cc 

rainfall. On Sunday the cavers vs. Helen B. Elliott, Al 

found a pool of water at the foot of Administratrix. Ms. Elliott is the 

the drop that was at least 15 feet administratrix of the estate of her Fo 

deep and 40 feet across. [The depth late father, C. W. Rinehart. All the pr< 

of the water changed by a number parties are from Vienna. Virginia, 

of feet during the day and a half of The jury found in favor of the 

rescue efforts. It dropped several defendant, ruling that Mr. Rinehart 

feet by Sunday evening but rose ten wanted the camp to go to Mrs. fro 

or more feet Monday due to rainfall Elliott and her son and not Ms. 

in the area ] Lunter. Foreman of the six person 

Exact details of what went jury was Margaret Harless. 

are not clear. Attorneys were Michael Anderson 
eland. Miss for Ms. Lunter and Jesse Guills, 
Flanagan, and Mr. Bird made their Jr., for Mrs. Elliott, 
descents, in that order, to the On Tuesday a jury heard an 
bottom where Mr. Leland and Miss appeal by Jack H. Goldizen of a by 

Ranagan got into the water. Mr. 

Leland got across the pool, but 
Miss Ranagan, burdened by a back 
pack and heavy clothes and perhaps 
j panic, was not able to get herself 
l across. Efforts by the others to 
r save her were unsuccessful. 

Shawn Ranagan, who was still 
at the top of the drop, immediately 
. went for help when he realized 
f there was a problem below. 

Mr. Bird and Mr. Leland got 
themselves to tht Dry Branch side 
of the pool. At this point they had 
only one light. Once it ran out of 
fuel, they waited in a passage for 
rescue. 
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about 9: 

the Elk River entrance, 
were to travel the entire length of 
the cave, about 4000 feet, and come 
out through one of the Dry Branch 
entrances. 

The Elk River entrance is small 
but opens up inside. The 
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DUI conviction in Magistrate P re 
Court. After hearing testimony the [be 
jury found Goldizen guilty or the 
DUI charge. Danny Sheets was the 
foreman of the twelve person jury. 

The State's case was presented by 
Prosecuting Attorney Walt Weiford ^ arr 
and Eugene Simmons was defense (hei 
attorney. Sentencing was not done 
on the day of the trial but it can be dun 
no greater than the sentence on 
imposed in Magistrate County. 
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Magistrate Court 

Following a jury trial on Friday, Top 
Donna Kay Keys, of Culpeper, one 
VA, was found guilty of DUI. She disl* 
I The word went out to area was sentenced by Magistrate Janet 
I rescue units about noon and soon Kershner to 48 hours in jail, fined the 
; the rescue effort was underway. $200 with court costs of $36 and 
Involved with the operation were $180 in jury costs, 
t personnel and equipment from Roger P. Moore, of Cedar 
j Valley Head, Shaver's Fork, Grove, was arrested Sunday by 1 

Marlinton, Elkins, Greenbrier Deputy Sheriff Craig Doss on a emp 

County, as well as individual charge of driving with his license 

. volunteers. Others remained on call revoked due to DUI. He 

in case of need. Numerous people brought before Magistrate Kershner 

provided food during the and relcsed on $200 bond, 

operations. Officers from the 

I Marlinton State Police detachment Shooting Suspect Released 
I and the Pocahontas and Randolph on n on( j 

County Sheriff Departments were Dalton B. Sanders, who has the i 
involved. Also called in were been charged in the shooting land 

, experienced cavers with the incident at the carnival during Alle 

National Cave Rescue Pioneer Days, was released from fron 

Commission. jail Monday afternoon on $30,000 *98 

Aaron Bird and Jarrod Leland bond. The bond was arranged by 

were found by rescuers who came Sanders' employee ihrough local (The 

in from the Dry Branch side and bondsman, Doug Jett. Sanders is to 

brought out of the cave about 4 report once a week to the Sheriffs 

p.m. on Sunday. They were not office as to his whereabouts and 

injured excel i for suffering from return to the county in October for bas i 

wet, cold and emotional strain. the session of the Grand Jury. > 

( Efforts were then turned to the a probable cause hearing was 
recovery of Miss Ranagan s body, held in Magistrate Court last 

Attempts were made wuh grappling Wednesday for Sanders. Probable •bro 

hooks Sunday afternoon but were cause was found and he was bound 

unsuccessful. Rescue efforts were over t0 lbe Circuit Court. He is 

discontinued about 12:30 a.m charged with malicious wounding 

M< ™7; . . with the use of a deadly and 

Monday morning three cave dangerous weapon 

diving special,sts from the National Ke Halite man allegedly 

Cave Rescue Commission were shoJ by S ,nders. remam4 ;* ^ The 

fW by helicopter from Andrews charleston Area Medical Center. 11 

Air Force Base to Snowshoe. The 

divers. Bill Stone, Ron Simmons, 
and Jim Brown, first made a 
two-hour inspection of the cave to 
determine exactly how they would 
carry out the search effort. A 
considerable amount of lime was 
then spent in ngging various ropes 
to support the search and recovery 
effort. A number of men were 
stationed at both the top and bottom 
of the steep slope and vertical drop 
to assist. 

After all preparations were 
made, the body was located at 5:26 
p.m. by Mr Brown after he was in 
the water only 2-3 minutes The 
body was in the area where Miss 
Ranagan was last seen alive. The 
work so remove the body from the 
cave was difficult and Miss 
Flanagans body was finall 
removed from the cave at II: 
p.m The body was brought to 
Mariinio to (he VanReenen Funeral 
Home and later trinsfetred to the 
Tomblyn Funeral Home in EJkins 
Miss Ranagan is the second 
person to die in My Cm On July 
30. 1977. Jeffrey A Gerhart. 22, of 
Soudenon. Pa . was killed in this 
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Staggers' District Offices 
Have Census Worker 
Information 

U.S. Rep. Harley Staggers Jr., 
said that his congressional district 
offices have information on 
working for the Bureau of the 
census, during the upcoming 1990 
Decennial Census. 

Congressman Staggers said that 
several hundred positions will be 
available throughout (he state He 
said that there are many job 
classifications from which to 
choose, including office and field 
personnel. 

The 2nd district congressman 
said those interested should stop by 
any one of his 4 district offices, or 
contact his Washington office, to 
2 q find out what specific positions are 
open, the salary paid for each 
position, and tht qualifications 
needed He said his district offices 
can also supply the 

to apply for a job with the 
Bureau of the Census 

Congressman Staggers district 
offices are located ta Keyset. 
Martinsburg. Morgamowa, and 


/ 


101 


Unr 
Lexi 
Ph .i 


l 


Sut| 

coat 


and 


53fr 


forms 


to Slide 


. .- ,-.-Reginald 

® a P White, 21. of Akron. Ohio, died 


in 


He was killed m the fall. 


a climbing accident ta the Cass 


» this 


The 


Cave 


effort so 


tnl 


COUNTY 4-M FAIR 
AUGUST II • 12.19t9 


Ja 


A 








r*raF 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


Complete 


es and Expanded Features 


uniM 


» 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

The National Radio Astronomy growing in sufT and equipment. 
Observatory (NR AO), in the and the Observatory was selecting 
Allegheny Mountains of West the technical and administrative 
Virginia, is a research center support staff needed for its wott. 
dedicated to radio astronomy, a A chronological history of the 
modern branch of an ancient National Radio Astronomy 
science. A ss o c ia t ed Universities, Observatory in Pocahontas County 
Inc., through a cooperative follows: 
agreement with the National 


interferometer, 
aperture-synthesis observations. 
The control and operation of the 
three-element interferometer was 
undertaken from a new central 
control building. 

1969 A 42-foot portable radio 
telescope was erected on Spencer 
Mountain to work with one of the 
Green Bank 85-foot telescopes 

1973 Operation with the fourth 
element of the Green Bank 
interferometer, a remotely-located 
45-foot telescope, began. 

1978 NRAO began operating 
the inteferometer system of 
telescopes for the U. S. Naval 
Observatory in their study of the 
earth's rotation and providing 
worldwide accurate time keeping. 

1982 Work began on a 14.2 
meter radio telescope site on Point 
Mountain for a west arm of the 
Green Bank interferometer. 

1988 The 300' radio telescope 
collapsed under its own weight on 
November 15. The collapse most 
likely resulted from the fracture of a 
single highly-stressed steel plate. 
For 26 years, even until the 
moment it collapsed, this research 
instrument provided answers to 
some of the most important 
scientific questions ever. 

1989 A specification and design 
study is presently underway for a 
replacement radio telescope to be 
constructed in Green Bank with 
completion about 1995. It will be 
330 feet in diameter, making it the 
world's largest, and will be 
sute-of-the-an design. 


enabling 


mi 


Ground breaking 


National Radio Astronomy school auditorium at Green Bank 
Ob«rv*ory. on October 17.1957, and the first 

Radio astronomy is a study of field office of the Observatory was 
the heavens by means of the radio established in May 


waves em i n ed by a wide variety of 1958 Dedicat n ceremonies for 
celestial objects. The woit of the Howard E. Tatel 85-foot 
scientists at the NRAO contributes telescope were held on October 16, 
to a betrr undemanding of tome of 1958. An FCC ruling came into 
the major concerns of astronomy: force establishing the "National 
the solar system, the evolution of Radio Quiet Zone." 
stars, the nature and evolution of 1959 The Tatel 85-foot 
galaxies, and cosmology—the paraboloid became the first 
orderly c h aracter of the universe telescope in operation at the NRAO, 
The purpose of the NRAO is to the Jansky Laboratory and 
prcr'kle the large and precise radio dormitory facilities were completed, 
telescopes, receivers, and other and the 120-foot Calibration Horn 
equipment needed for the detection Antenna was completed 
and analysis of the faint radio I960 Grote Reber supervised 
signals from the universe. the reconstruction of his original 

By late 1956, an extensive and telescope at Green Bank 
detailed search had been earned out 
for a site that was free from 
man-made radio noise The chosen 


1962 The 300-foot meridian 
transit telescope began operation. 
1964 ■■■■■■ 

site in Deer Creek Valley, telescope was completed. 
Pocahonta'County, West Virginia, 1965 Dedication ceremonies for 
was acquired by the Army Corps of the 140-foot telescope were held on 
Engineers on behalf of the National October 13.1965. 

Science Foundation JL26& Bell Laborauxies gave 

period from 1957 to the NRAO a replica of the historic 
early 1960's was one of rapid Jansky Antenna for the Green Bank 
development. Many scientific site, 
instruments were constructed, the 
electronic laboratories were 


A second 85-foot 


the 


The 


196' > A third 85-foot telescope 
was added to the Green Bank 
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Pamela Grimes 


Age b. daughter of 


Terry and Linda Grimes 
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Canada 


Jess** Dish® 

'Age 5. daughter of 
sJTrif'** 0 *'** 
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Ann Sew.* 

5. daughter 
and Mary Ann 


Jennifer MlcheUe Miller 
Age 7. daugher of 
Tom and Janice Miler 


of 


Sewell 


t 


Melanie Roberts 


Age 6. daughter of 
Made and Doioris Roberts 


*• T - *g5iV 




Jessica Renae Dunbrack 


inaeia Michelle Bu»*»rd 

^7. daughter o 

^ Patty Bussard 


Age 6, daughter of 
Russell and Teresa Dunbrack 


joe and 




Courtney Renee Taylor 
Age 6. daughter of 
Mike and Cindy Taylor 


Erin 


7 dauQhter 0 * 

’USE**' 


\tfimer 


Age 


Maurice 


> e * • • 


Directors 

Master of Ceremonies Mr Groseclose 

: toat Decoration Future Business Leaders ol America 
Special Thanks Ruth Taylor Candy Mann 


ie Grosedose and Betty Burke 


Dawn Sheet* 

i7 . daughter ot 
and Jocetyn Sheets 
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riOMU DAYS !<•*—PAGE SEVEN 




Friday, June 30,1989 
Marlinton Middle School 


7:30 p.m. 


ADMISSION: $2 with badge, $3 without badge 


Welcome eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeei 

Opening Number 

introduction ot Contestants 

Introduction ot 1988 Little Miss Pocahontas Brooke Wisman 

Introduction of Judges 

Entertainment 


e « 




Party Dress Competition 
Entertainment 

Introduction of 1988 Little Miss Pocahontas Brooke Wisman 
Introduction of 1988 Miss Pocahontas 
Awards Presentation 
Miss Photogenic 
3rd Runner-up 
2nd Runner-up 
1st Runner-up 

Little Miss Pocahontas 1989 


Heather Mills 


( 


> 


> 


* 


( 


An 

«ge 6, daughte 
Rand Y and P au / a 




rot 


Stempie 




< 


Little Miss Pocahontas 1988 


Brooke Wisman 




daughter of 


Aoe 6 Ak *""«n 

*9® 6. daughter ot Mar* Aide 

and Larry Alderman 


Phil and Susan Wisman 


rman 


Tab it ha Leigh Norton 
Age 5. daughter of 
Mark and Judy Norton 


A„ 6 °* Wn T «-" 


PRIZES: 


Each cool as! am will receive a Susan 8. Anthony silver dollar do naiad by Fas Chek, $5 off a 
haircut or $10 off a chemcaJ service from Tha Esquira; and floors and a partopaton trophy from 
tha Ponaar Days Comm in aa 

Miss Photogenic will raoarva a shampoo, cut and style from Karan s Sop and Curl; two Tull 
Meal Deals’ from Dairy Queen. and a banner and trophy from tha Ponaar Days Committee 

Third Runner-up will recede a $20 gift certificate from Ajads. one medium pizza and two 
drinks from Tha River Place a banner, flower* and trophy from the Pioneer Days Committee 

Second Runner-up will receive a $30 gif'* certificate from Ajads; one large pizza with one 
topping from the Rosewood Cafe; and a banner, flowers and trophy from the Poneer Days 
Commetee 

First Runner-up will receive a $40 gift ceOifcale from Ajads; a haircut and style from Pam’s 
Hair Staton, one large pzza with one topp ng and two drinks from Marlinton Pennzoil. and a 
banner, flowers and trophy from the Poneer Days Committee. 

I tile Miss Pocahontas will receive five Susan B. Anthony silver dollars donated by Fas 
Chek, a complete makeover from The Esq*.re. two 2 piece dinners from Kentucky Fried Chicken; 
diamond earrings from The Treasure Chest, one adult and one child’s lift tcket, lesson and rentals 
from Silver Creek Ski Resort. $10 gift certificate for dinner at The Frontier a $15 gift certificate for 
dinner at Danny’s Four Seasons Restaurant. $20 from Foodiand $20 from Pocahontas 
Pharmacy; $25 from Mitchell’s Chevrolet, a $50 gift certificate from Ajads; a $50 EE Savings 
Bond from The Bank of Marlmton. a $50 Savings Bond from Marlinton Motor Sales, a $100 
Savings Bond from the First Nations) Bank, an 11x14 portrait from Dave Arrington, floral bouquet 
from Seneca Floral; and a banner, trophy, crown and $100 towards partcipaton m s stats 
pagsant from tha Poneer Days Commits# 




Age 6. daughter ol 
Danny and Mary Elia Meeks 


r'v^ner and 


Richard 
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T ,b»th» 0# ^ Bre odaCean 

’ o« Jo""* 8P °Jshop and 

pharmacy 


pocat*> rtaS 


n _ Cynthia Marla 

Daughter of Betty 
Sponsor r 


* _ - Jim Burk* 


an<j 


Pamela Collin* 


Gorfalhof's Pa2a 
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ROCKIN' ROLLIN' TWISTIN 


THE NIGHT AWAY 


THURSDAY, JULY 6—8:00 P.M. 


Marlinton Middle School Auditorium 


Admission— S3 00, $1 00 Discount with Pioneer Days Badge 


PROGRAM 


Opening 


Introductions 


Costums Competition 


Entertainment 


Streetwear Competition 


Pocahontas 1988 


Presentation of Visiting Royalty 


Heather Mills 


Evening Gown Competition 


Entertainment 


Entertainment 


Crowning Ceremony 


Receiving Line Outside Hall 


Pageant Committee: Ruth Taylor. Candy Mann. Joe Sm.th, Beth Harper Stove VanRoenan D.^na Cutlip. 
Selina Clifton. Lvida Clifton 


Through the generous donations of the business people in our 
county* Miss Pocahontas 1989 and her court will receive: 

MISS POCAHONTAS— 

Puwcr Days Crown. Banner. Trophy and Flowers. and Stale Pageant E i pence % 

Bank of Marlinton SI00 cash for Stau Pageant Wardrobe 
Hurmacy $25 cash for State Pageant Wardrobe 
Seneca floral and Gifu $25 cash for State Pageant Wardrobe 
I liner Oil Co $25 cash for Stale Pageant W ardrobe 
Mitchell Chevrolet. Inc : $25 cash for Stau Pageant Wardrobe 
Marlinton Electric Company $25 cash for Stau Pageant Wardrobe 
Sheets Garage. Inc : $25 cash for state Pageant Wardrobe 
Esquire Beauty Makeover 
The Treasure Chest Diamond Cluster Ring 

I ir\i National Bank in Marlinton $100 EE Savings Bond 
Marlinton flower Shoppe Cash for Stale Pageant Wardrobe 
Nikadas $50 gift certificau 

Snow shoe 2 lift tickets 

Marlinton Dry Cleaner* I Tree Gown Cleaning Service 
Marlinton Motor Inn Dinner for 2 
LiUlc General $10 gas 

II ower House St Gifts $25 Gift Certificate 
Pocahontas Times I year Subscription 
Dairy Queen Rill Meal deal 

Marlinton Motor SalevMarlinton Oirysler Plymouth Dodge $50 ft Savings bmd 

l ay lor & Service Station Gasoline for .Stau Pageant 

f\K.ahonta* Pood land $25 Gift Certificau 

The Rcslauran at Elk River Dinner for 2 

Du Inn at Snowshoe 1 lining and Spa 10 Session Membership 

Whistlrpunk Village and Inn Evening at Whisilcpunk 

Silver Creek Ski Resort 2 Lift Tickets. Lessons and Rentals 

Red Tot Restaurant Dinner for 2 

Cass Scenic Railroad Train Trip for 2 

1st RINNER CP— 

Pioneer Days. Trophy. Diiky'i Restaurant Dinner for 2, Carolyns Itoirsiyiing Cut and Style 
2nd KINNER CP— 

Pioneer Days Trophy. Frontier Restaurant Dinner for 2. Lisas I fairly ling Cut and Style 
3rd RCNNER CP— 

Pioneer Days Tropny. Rosewood Cafe Dinner for 2. Pat s Beauty Shop Cut and Styk 
MISS CONGENIALITY— 

honcev Days Trophy. Appalachian Sport. Inc $25 Gift Certificau. Kentucky Frkl 
Chicken 3 Dinners 
MISS PHOTOGENIC— 

Pioneer Day* Trophy, Tas Chck i23. Camera. Godfather s Puna Large Puza 
COSTCME WINNER I—Pioneer Days:Trophy. The River Race Pina and Dnrvks 
COSTIME WINNER l —Pioneer Days Trofhy. Marlinton Pcnn/oil Sub and Pizza Shop: 
Pizza and Dnnks 

Al.L C'ONTESTANTS—Pioneer Days Participation Tmphy and Prt pageant Dinner, 
Enquire GiftCeitifwate 


• m 
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\ 
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Susan Jean Shreve 

Daugwefo« 

Frank and squad 

Sponsor Mai^ton Rescue 
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